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Resilience is one of the key management concepts 
to emerge from the global economic crisis. Resilience 
means that a company is ready for “rough waters” and 
that it can bounce back to its original shape. But it also 
means being ready to sail over choppy seas and at the 
same time prepare for the next stage of business devel-
opment. It is a mark of leadership, being ahead of the 

curve, creating—not following—business trends.
The Aegean business philosophy is built around resilience. It is about being 

ready for whatever comes next—even though what comes next may still be un-
known. It is about having a diverse set of business operations that complement, 
but do not depend on, one another. 

Resilience for Aegean is about ensuring all personnel are immersed in their 
trade, fully up to date, and conversant with local, regional, and global directions.

It’s about being responsive, reliable, and responsible. It is, in a word, about 
being pro-active. 

That is why Aegean is present at industry events that examine cutting edge 
technologies, look to the future for the next big thing, and facilitate a lively, global 
network of contacts who share information, insights, and industry knowledge.

In the past few months, Aegean professionals have taken part in trade events 
in Oxford, UK; Marseilles, France; Singapore, in Vouliagmeni, Greece and at 
Aegean headquarters in Piraeus. 

During the course of this year, our personnel will continue to stay in tune, 
up to date, and well versed in industry developments. 

Resilience is about being prepared. We are confident that Aegean is well-
prepared for 2013—and beyond. 

editorial

RaymoNd maTERa
Publisher

Retail
à	AEGEAN	OIL	has	established	a	gas	sta-

tion	network	 throughout	Greece,	and	 is	

one	 of	 the	 fastest	 growing	 companies	

in	the	retail	market.	AEGEAN’S	gasoline	

market	share	in	Greece	is	8%.

Shipping
à	AEGEAN	SHIPPING	manages	a	fleet	of	

tankers,	ranging	from	3,500DWT	to	

100,000	DWT,	that	transfers	and	delivers	

oil	to	our	clients	throughout	the	world.	All	

ships	meet	ISM	standards.

Bunkering
à	In	Piraeus,	Patras,	Gibraltar,	Amsterdam-

Rotterdam-Antwerp,	Fujairah,	Jamaica,	

Singapore,	Trinidad	&	Tobago,	Portland	

UK,	Vancouver,	Montreal,	Mexico,	Tangiers,	

Tema	in	Ghana,	Las	Palmas	and	Tenerife,	

Panama,	and	Hong	Kong,	AEGEAN	MARINE	

PETROLEUM	is	a	leader	in	providing	the	

best	bunkering	services	available.	AEGEAN	

MARINE	PETROLEUM	is	the	market	leader	

in	bunkering.

Agency Services
à Ships	from	around	the	world	rely	on	AEGE-

AN	AGENCY	services	at	Piraeus,	Gibraltar,	

and	Jamaica,	from	loading	and	discharg-

ing,	to	spare	parts	and	supplies.

Lubricants
à AEGEAN	OIL	produces	and	markets	high	

performance	lubricants	for	vehicles	and	

industrial	use,	under	the	AEGEAN	brand.	

AEGEAN	MARINE	PETROLEUM	trades	and	

supplies	lubricants	for	the	marine	market	

under	the	ALFA	brand.	

Aegean
Core activities



Aegean News iPad version 
is now available at the app store.
Enhanced with video, more photos,
and interactive content!

You're on the move. So are we.
Get Aegean News wherever you are.

ANYTIME
WHERE

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K



WINTER 2012-2013 AEGEAN NEWS �

	 4	 AEGEAN	UPDATE	

	 9	 CHRISTMAS	PARTY	

	10	 	FLOWS	AND	CURRENTS	
Trends	and	News	in	the	Oil,	Energy		
and	Shipping	Fields	

12	 	PONTIAN	DANCE	FESTIVAL

16	 	BUNKERING	
Significant	Projects	in	the	Port	of	Fujairah

18	 	BUNKERING	
Trinidad	and	Tobago—A	Leading	Position	for	
Aegean	at	the	Crossroads	of	the	Caribbean

19	 	AEGEAN	MARINE	PETROLEUM	
Aegean	at	SIBCON	2012

20	 		INTERVIEW	
Aymard	Jimenez	Granda:	Ambassador	and	
Consul	General	of	Panama	in	Greece	

22	 	LUBRICANTS	
MAN	Diesel	&Turbo	Seminar		
at	Aegean	Headquarters

23	 	LUBRICANTS	
Wärtsilä	and	Aegean	Update	their	Clients		
and	Associates

24	 	STATIONS	OF	THE	MONTH	
•		Sougioulztis	Brothers	

New	Regional	Veria-Thessaloniki	Road
	 	 •		Sotiria	Stamelou	

Coast	of	Avlida,	Chalkida

26	 	HELLENIC	ENVIRONMENT	CENTER	
HEC	Participates	in	Green	Port	Congress	

27	 	TRAVEL	WITH	AEGEAN	
Edessa

28	 CHILDREN	AND	THE	ENVIRONMENT	

30	 		AEGEAN	COLLECTION	
Step	out	in	Style	

20 The	Ambassador	of	Panama	in	Greece	talks		
to	Aegean	News	about	Panama’s	role	in	the	
shipping	sector

19 Aegean	actively	participated	at	
SIBCON	2012 12 8th	Pan-Hellenic	Festival	of	Pontian	

Dances:	the	greatest	Pontian	event	of	
the	last	40	years

AEGEAN
MARINE
PETROLEUM

contents

Winter 2012-2013
Aegean News	is published  
quarterly by aEGEaN

Publisher & Managing editor 
Raymond matera

design 
Snack

Printing and binding 
Korifi Publications Sa

owner 
aegean 
10 akti Konydli 
185 45, Piraeus, Greece 
Tel: +30 210 458 6000 
Fax: +30 210 458 6241 
E-mail: info@aegeanoil.gr 
Websites: www.aegeanoil.gr, 
www.ampni.com

Comments	and	suggestions		
are	welcome.	

Aegean News is	free	of	charge	and		
is	available,	subject	to	availability,	to	
any	interested	person	or	organization.	

CodE: 5169

Please	Recycle



� AEGEAN NEWS WINTER 2012-2013

Aegean Attends Petrospot’s  
“Oxford Bunker Course” 
On	 September	 10,	 2012	 one	 of	 the	 most	 significant	 seminars	 in	 the	 oil	 sector,	 “Oxford	

Bunker	Course,”	organized	by	Petrospot,	 took	place	 in	Oxford,	U.K.	 	Distinguished	profes-

sors such as Nigel Draffin (LQM), Angus Olivie, Chris Fisher (Brookes Bell), Panos Panousisς 

(Infospectrum),	D.	Kumar	Balian	(World	Fuels)	and	Peter	David	shared	their	knowledge	and	

experience	with	the	participants,	among	which	was	our	own	Chara	Fykiri,	Assistant	Bunker	

Trader.	Attending	were	21	participants,	from	18	countries,	different	companies	and	sectors,	

including	 suppliers	 (Aegean,	 BP,	 Total,	 Vilma	 Oil,	 Petrobras)	 shipowners	 (Teekay),	 traders	

(GAC,	 SBI,CSAV,	 SABT)	 and	 brokers	 (Wilhelmsen),	 who	 had	 the	 opportunity	 to	 exchange	

information,	views	and	ideas.

A e g e A n  U p d A t e 

Aegean Among 
Singapore’s  
Top 20 Suppliers
The	Maritime	and	Port	Authority	of	

Singapore	(MPA)	listed	Singapore's	20	

leading	accredited	bunker	suppliers	by	

volume	for	2012,	among	which	was	

Aegean	Bunkering,	in16th	place.

1. BP SINGAPORE PTE LTD

2. SENTEK MARINE & TRADING PTE LTD

3.  BRIGHTOIL PETROLEUM (SPORE) PTE 

LTD

4. SK ENERGY INTERNATIONAL PTE LTD

5. CHEMOIL INTERNATIONAL PTE LTD

6. EXXONMOBIL ASIA PACIFIC PTE LTD

7. GLOBAL ENERGY TRADING PTE LTD

8. TRANSOCEAN OIL PTE LTD

9. SHELL EASTERN TRADING (PTE) LTD

10. HONG FATT OIL TRADING PTE LTD

11. UNIVERSAL ENERGY PTE LTD

12. SIRIUS MARINE PTE LTD

13. TOTAL OIL ASIA-PACIFIC PTE LTD

14.  EQUATORIAL MARINE FUEL 

MANAGEMENT SERVICES PTE LTD

15.  SEARIGHTS MARITIME SERVICES 

PTE LTD

16.  AEGEAN BUNKERING 

(SINGAPORE) PTE LTD

17. CONSORT BUNKERS PTE LTD

18.  TOYOTA TSUSHO PETROLEUM PTE 

LTD

19.  GOLDEN ISLAND DIESEL OIL 

TRADING PTE LTD

20. COSTANK (S) PTE LTD

Seminar	participants

New Contract for Aegean  
with Wallenius Wilhelmesn Logistics 

Aegean NWE NV concluded a con-
tract with Wallenius Wilhelmsen Lo-
gistics for the supply of approximately 
290,000 MTS low sulphur fuel oil at 
the Port of Zeebrugge, Belgium, dur-
ing 2013.

This is in addition to existing contracts with the same group of companies, 
and strengthens further the excellent relationship between the two companies. 
Moreover, it enhances the presence of Aegean in the strategic Port of Zee-
brugge, where it operates with five estuary barges, placing Aegean as the biggest 
bunker supplier in the region.
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Commencement of Bunkering Operations 
in Falmouth Harbor

Aegean Marine Petroleum announced on November 19, 2012, that is has been 
granted permission by the Falmouth Harbor Commissioners to provide bunker 
deliveries at the Port of Falmouth, U.K., effective immediately.  
Falmouth Harbor—the third largest harbor in the world—is ideally located at 
the western entrance to the North Sea and English Channel Emissions Control 
Area (ECA). The port of Falmouth expands Aegean’s strategic presence in the 
U.K. as it also provides bunkering operations in Portland Harbor, and fur-
ther strengthens the company’s position as a leading supplier of marine fuels 
throughout North West Europe.
All grades of marine fuel oil and MGO will be available, meeting the latest ISO 
specifications. The bunkering deliveries will be conducted by four state-of-the-
art modern double hull bunkering tankers, the M/T Sara, M/T Syros, and M/T 
Paxoi, as well as the M/T Naxos, which joined Aegean NWE’s fleet during the 
first week of December 2012.

Anti-pollution Drill 
at Aspropyrgos 
Installations
On	November	16,	2012,	the	alarm	sounded	

in	 Aegean’s	 Aspropyrgos	 installation	 for	 an	

(hypothetical)	oil	spill	around	the	pier.

An	Aegean	pollution	 combating	 team,	under	

the	direction	of	 the	company’s	anti	pollution	

chief,	followed	the	plan	with	all	needed	materi-

als	(booms-absorbents)	and	contained	the	spill	

before	 it	 expanded	 beyond	 control	 and	 pol-

luted	the	sea	area.	Aegean,	with	the	strictest	

environmental	 standards	 in	 the	shipping	sec-

tor,	maintains	 its	staff	 in	a	state	of	vigilance,	

with	proper	training	at	regular	intervals.

With	experience	in	training,	and	the	will	to	pro-

tect	the	environment,	we	are	optimistic	about	

the	environment	we	will	leave	to	our	children!

The	Port	of	Falmouth

Aegean’s	team	in	action

The	drill	in	progress

A	view	of	Falmouth
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Lloyds List— 
One Hundred Most  
Influential People in 
the Shipping Industry 
Aegean’s	founder,	Dimitris	

Melissanidis,	was	included	in	Lloyd’s	

List	annual	publication	referring	to	the	

one	hundred	most	influential	people	

in	the	shipping	industry	for	2012.	As	

mentioned	in	the	annual	listing,	very	

few	Greek	businessmen	from	the	ship-

ping	sector,	and	from	other	sectors	of	

business	activities,	are	able	to	dem-

onstrate	such	a	rapid	upwards	course	

as	that	of	Mr.	Melissanidis	who,	from	

his	first	business	activity	in	a	driving	

school,	is		recognized	today	as	a	lead-

ing	player	in	the	international	bunker-

ing	and	lubricants	market.	

A e g e A n  U p d A t e 

The Hellenic Institute  
of Marine Technology  
Awards Dimitris Melissanidis
On Wednesday, November 28, 2012, the Hellenic Institute for Marine Technol-
ogy awarded the prize of the Institute for 2012 to Aegean’s founder Dimitris 
Melissanidis. 
The Institute is a highly prestigious charitable organization, active since 1972, 
which aims to develop marine technology in Greece. Its mission is to promote 
the production and exchange of scientific knowledge and information on new 
methods of design, construction, maintenance and operation of ships, their 
systems and installations.
The Institute’s prize is awarded every year to persons that have contributed 
in a distinct way in the shipping sector. The 2012 prize was awarded to Mr. 
Melissanidis in recognition of his unique career in the shipping sector and his 
significant social contribution.

New Aegean 
Personnel
The	 following	 employees	 have	 joined	
the	Aegean	work	force
Aegean Oil
George Bozionelos 
Stefanos Koukas
alexandros Liapis
George makris

MELcO PEtROLEuM
Petros Kordalis
Haralabos yiotis

AEGEAN BuNkERiNG SERvicES
Ioannis Gerardis
Spyridon Vlassis
aggelos Foulis
Elias Ilanoglou
Ioannis Georgiadis
Ioannis Papamichael

ΗΕC
dimitris melidis

Mr.	Melissanidis	receiving	his	award

Logging On
Customers	and	associates	of	Aegean	

may	visit	the	company’s	website,	www.

aegeanoil.com,	to	learn	about	the	com-

pany’s	activities.	Bunkering	customers	

may	register	online	to	conduct	business	

and	maintain	contact	with	the	bunker-

ing	department	at	www.ampni.com.
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Aegean Blood Bank
On	December	13,	2012	a	mobile	blood	donation	

unit	of	the	Hellenic	Red	Cross	was	present	at	Ae-

gean’s	 Aspropyrgos	 installation	 and	 volunteers	

from	Aegean’s	staff	donated	blood	 to	 reinforce	

the	company’s	blood	bank.	

The	 colleagues	 who	 gave	 blood	 were:	 Christos	

Vasilopoulos,	Efstratios	Kakalis,	Kostas	Floudo-

poulos,	Panayiotis	Hatzidimitriou,	George	Gakis,	

Kostas	 Papadakis,	 Kostas	 Glykos,	 Timotheos	

Dimisianos,	Panayiotis	Kalogeropoulos,	Andonis	

Pavlakis,	 Nikos	 Peramatzis,	 Kyriakos	 Bountzi-

kas,	Vasilis	Bokos,	Panayiotis	Misailidis.

Wishes for 

2013
Aegean wishes to all 
its friends, business 
partners, associates, 

and clients, in 
Greece and abroad, a 
happy, creative, and 

successful 2013

The Colors of Αegean  
in the Pan-Hellenic Rally Championship
Aegean gas station owner, Panayiotis Lioris, driving a Ford Escort WRC, paint-
ed in the colors of Aegean, finished first in the last two races of the Pan-Hellenic 
rally championship, on December 3, 2012, in Ritsona, and the last race of the 
championship in Tripolis, on December 16, 2012.

A	colleague	donating	blood

The	Ford	Escort	WRC	at	the	Ritsona	rally
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Aegean Cuts its New Year’s Pita 
On	January	25,	2013,	Aegean	hosted	its	annual	New	Year’s	Pita	cutting	event	at	the	special	

events	hall	on	the	8th	floor	of	its	headquarters	in	Piraeus.

The	event	began	with	a	greeting	and	speech	by	the	founder	of	Aegean,		Dimitris	Melissanidis,	

who	reviewed	the	positive	results	of	the	year	that	passed,	and	asked	all	Aegean	people	to	keep	

up	their	efforts	so	that	Aegean	may	continue	its	leading	performance	in	the	local	and	global	mar-

ket.	Mr.	Melissanidis	cut	the	pita	and	Aegean’s	Aspropyrgos	installation	was	the	winner	of	the	

coin	hidden	within.	Following	a	draw,	five	lucky	Aegean	employees	won	one	gold	British	pound	

each,	gifts	from	the	Aegean	Shop	with	a	total	value	of	500	Euros	each	and	500	Euros	worth	of	

fuel.	Following	the	cutting	of	the	pita,	Aegean	hosted	a	dinner	for	the	300	employees	participat-

ing	in	the	event,	who	had	a	wonderful	time,	were	entertained	with	live	music	and	a	DJ,	in	a	very	

pleasant	atmosphere.	In	Greece	it	is	customary	to	cut	and	share	a	pita,	a	traditional	cake,	at	the	

beginning	of	each	year—a	kind	of	New	Year’s	celebration.	

A	Happy	and	Healthy	New	Year	to	All

1

A e g e A n  U p d A t e 

1		Dimitris	Melissanidis	delivering	his	speech
2	Dimitris	Melissanidis	cutting	the	New	Year’s	Pita
3, 4,	5,	6		Snapshots	of	the	event
7	Live	music

2

3 4

5 6

7
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Christmas Party  
for the Children of Aegean 

On	 Sunday,	 December	 16,	 2012,	 Aegean,	 once	 again	

faithful	to	tradition,		‘opened	its	arms’	and	welcomed	140	

children	of	its	employees,	together	with	their	parents,	at	

the	Christmas	Party	held		in	the	special	events	hall	on	the	

8th	floor	of	the	company’s	headquarters	in	Piraeus.

Santa	 Claus	 was	 there	 to	 welcome	 the	 children	 and	 be	

photographed	with	them,	together	with	his	elves	and	the	

talented	theatrical	team	that	presented	a	very	entertaining	

show.	The	program	included	carols	 from	various	regions	

of	Greece	with	the	accompaniment	of	musical	instruments	

and	 narration	 of	 local	 traditions,	 a	 theatrical	 piece	 with	

live	music	and	the	full	participation	of	the	children.		A	pup-

pet	performance	on	 the	story	of	 the	Magi	Bearing	Gifts,	

replete	 with	 beautiful	 puppets	 and	 an	 impressive	 stage	

setting,	revealed	to	the	children’s	eyes	the	journey	of	Gaspar,	Melchior	and	Balthazar	in	search	

of	the	newborn	King,	to	offer	him	their	precious	gifts.

Exciting	and	 interactive	games,	dancing	under	 the	sounds	of	chilldren’s	and	Christmas	songs,	

and	a	rich	buffet	with	a	variety	of	delicacies	and	sweets,	kept	the	interest	of	young	and	old	un-

abated	for	two	and	a	half	hours.

At	the	end	the	children	received	presents	from	Santa	Claus	and	full	of	joy	and	enthusiasm	prom-

ised	to	meet	again	at	next	year’s	party.

	Happy	New	Year	to	all	children!

C h r i s t m A s  p A r t y 
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F l o w s  A n d  C U r r e n t s

Distinction  
for the Hellenic  
Register 
of Shipping 
The	proposal	of	the	Hellenic	

Register	of	Shipping	and	Harbin	

Engineering	University	in	China	

received	the	second	best	score,	

among	80	other	proposals,	in	

the	Program	"Bilateral	R	&	T	

Cooperation	between	China	and	

Greece,	2012-2014."	The	proposal	

concerns	the	Research	Project	

LNG-COMSHIP,	dealing	with	the	use	

of	LNG	as	an	alternative	fuel	in	the	

propulsion	installations	of	mer-

chant	ships.

The	use	of	LNG	as	an	alternative	

fuel	in	the	propulsion	installations	of	

merchant	ships	can	lead	to	significant	

reductions	in	greenhouse	gas	emis-

sions	(CO2,	NOx,	SOx,	PM)	and	also	

to	the	reduction	of	the	ship’s	operat-

ing	costs	due	to	the	considerably	

lower	price	of	natural	gas.	The	Greek	

research	team	will	focus	on	passen-

ger	and	car	ferries	and	the	Chinese	

group	will	focus	on	container	ships.

A	 very	 significant	 agreement	 between	

Hewlett	 Packard,	 Cosco	 (China	 Ocean	 Ship-

ping	 Company)	 and	 Trainose	 (Hellenic	 Rail-

ways),	 for	 the	 movement	 of	 goods	 through	

the	Port	of	Piraeus,	was	announced	 in	mid-

November	2012.

HP	has	 reached	an	agreement	 in	principle	

with	the	Cosco	terminal	in	Piraeus	(PCT)	for	

the	establishment	in	the	Port	of	Piraeus	of	

the	central	distribution	hub	of	HP	products	

for	Central	Europe,	 the	Middle	East,	North	

Africa,	 European	 Mediterranean	 countries	

and	 the	 countries	 of	 the	 former	 Soviet	

Union.	 	From	Piraeus,	HP	products	will	be	

distributed	 to	 their	 final	 destinations	 by	

sea	 via	 Cosco’s	 terminal	 and	 by	 rail	 with	

Trainose.	 The	 impact	 of	 this	 collaboration	

will	 be	 important	 for	 Greece,	 which	 will	

be	 established	 as	 the	 main	 hub	 for	 the	

wider	 region	 through	 which	 cargo	 will	 be	

transported	 to	and	 from	the	Far	East.	The	

agreement	 coincides	 with	 the	 completion	

of	the	Ikonion	rail	 line	connecting	the	port	

of	 Piraeus	 with	 the	 trans-European	 rail	

networks	and	will	allow	Trainose	to	create	

integrated	 supply	 chains	 from	 Piraeus	 to	

central	Europe.

Increase of Global Demand for Oil  
According to the annual World Energy Outlook 2012 report of the International 
Energy Agency (IEA), the main scenario forecasts that fossil fuels remain the 
main sources of energy worldwide. The demand for oil, natural gas and coal are 
forecasted to increase in absolute terms by the end of 2035. The increase in oil 
consumption in emerging economies, especially for transport in China, India and 
the Middle East, far outweighs the reduced demand in OECD countries, pushing 
global oil use steadily higher. World oil demand is expected to increase gradually 
until 2035, reaching 99.7 mb/d (million barrels per day) from 87.4 mb/d in 2011. 
China alone accounts for 50% of the net increase worldwide. The United States 
is projected to become the world's biggest oil producer by 2020, surpassing Saudi 
Arabia by mid-2020. At the same time, new fuel efficiency measures in transport 
begin to reduce the demand for oil in the U.S. The result is a continuous decline 
in U.S. oil imports, to the point that North America becomes a net exporter of oil 
around 2030. This accelerates the change in the direction of the international oil 
trade to Asia. The United States, which currently imports 20% of its total energy 
needs, is to become self-sufficient in absolute terms by 2035—a dramatic reversal 
of the trend in most other energy-importing countries.

Significant Agreement for Greece and Piraeus

Oil	rig
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European Commission Announces 
New Rules on Marine Fuels 
New	environmental	rules	on	marine	fuels,	currently	entering	into	force,	will	substantially	re-

duce	air	pollution	and	its	impacts	on	human	health.	Air	pollutants	from	maritime	shipping	are	

transported	over	long	distances	and	as	a	result	contribute	increasingly	to	air	quality	problems	

in	many	European	cities.	Without	any	action,	sulphur	emissions	from	shipping	in	EU	sea	areas	

would	 exceed	 those	 from	 all	 land-based	 sources	 by	 2020.	 The	 revised	 legislation	 will	 put	

an	end	to	this	 trend,	reducing	not	only	sulphur	emissions	but	more	 importantly	particulate	

matter.	The	directive,	which	 is	based	on	standards	developed	at	 the	 International	Maritime	

Organization	(IMO),	provides	for	the	progressive	reduction	of	the	maximum	sulphur	content	of	

marine	fuels,	from	the	current	3.5%	to	0.5%	by	January	2020.	In	some	very	fragile	ecosys-

tems,	such	as	the	Baltic	Sea	and	the	North	Sea,	including	the	English	Channel,	the	maximum	

sulphur	content	will	be	reduced	to	0.1%	by	2015.	

DNV and GL  
Merger   
A	merger	agreement	has	been	signed	

between	the	two	major	classification	

societies	DNV	(Stiftelsen	Det	Norske	

Veritas)		and	GL	(Germanischer	Lloyd).	

The	new	entity	will	be	called	DNV	GL	

Group	and	will	be	one	of	the	world's	

leading	ship	classification	societies	

and	risk	experts	in	the	oil	and	gas,	

renewable	energy	and	power	sec-

tors,	and	among	the	global	top	three	

in	management	system	certification.	

"The	merger	rests	on	a	strong	strategic	

rationale,	and	responds	to	the	chal-

lenges	of	increased	globalization,	rapid	

technological	change	and	the	need	for	

sustainable	development.	Our	cus-

tomers	will	benefit	from	an	increased	

service	offering	and	global	competence	

base	as	well	as	one	of	the	densest	net-

works,"	said	DNV's	Group	CEO,	Henrik	

O.	Madsen,	who	will	be	the	CEO	of	the	

combined	new	company.	"The	merger	

with	DNV	supports	our	long-term	goal	

of	being	recognized	as	one	of	the	most	

respected	technical	assurance	and	advi-

sory	companies	in	the	world,"	stated	GL	

Group's	CEO,	Erik	van	der	Noordaa.

An	Aegean	barge	delivering	fuel

From	left	to	right:	Hinrich	Stahl,	Maryland	GmbH;	
Erik	van	der	Noordaa,	CEO,	GL	Group;	and	Henrik	O.	
Madsen,	CEO,	DNV

Practical Training Agreement for Hellenic 
Merchant Marine Students 
The Hellenic Ministry of Shipping, Shipowners, and the Panhellenic Seamen’s 
Federation have reached an agreement solving the problem students of the 
Merchant Marine Academies had been facing in recent years, as they could not 
find ships to carry out the required practical training. The agreement provides 
for the obligatory hiring of one student by each ship managed in Greece—irre-
spective of flag. At the same time, under the same agreement, students who did 
not manage to carry out or did not complete the required practical training will 
be allowed to enroll in the next educational semester. Furthermore, registration 
in the third year of studies will be possible with the completion of at least seven 
months, cumulatively, of service at sea, while the remaining period of sea ser-
vice to complete twelve months can be carried out within a period of six years 
the latest since the student’s registration in the Academy.
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This was what was celebrated 
by 407 Pontian associations, 
2,500 Pontian dancers and art-

ists, and 20,000 spectators on October 
13, at the OAKA Indoor Sports Hall, 
at an event that was probably the larg-
est Pontian cultural event of the last 40 
years. Pontos is the region of the Black 
Sea from which thousands of Greeks 
fled to the homeland. 

During a period of social difficulties 
and a sclerotic impasse, this great Pon-
tian festival was a superb injection of 
optimism, the most effective message of 
“keeping our heads up” for all Greeks.

The event began with a ten minute 
video by the noted film director Costas 
Gavras, which summarized the history 
of Pontos, followed by the recitation of 
the  poem “Parthen” (Pontian for con-

quered) of Greek Nobel-winning poet 
Constantine Cavafy by actor Ieroklis 
Michailidis and then the singing of the 
epic Pontian song “Parthen i Romania 
“ (referring to the Fall of Constanti-
nople) by well-known singer George 
Dalaras, accompanied by lyre player 
Matthew Tsahouridis, and concluded 
with a circle of 200 dancers who 
danced the "Tromahton" (the most 
characteristic Pontian dance, where 
the whole body seems to tremble).

The President of the Pan-Pontian 
Federation of Greece, George Par-
charidis, and the President of the 
Federation of Pontian Associations of 
Southern Greece and Islands George 
Varythymiadis, in their greetings, 
passed on their own messages of unity 
and also thanked the founder of Ae-

gean and President of the Black Sea 
Club, Dimitris Melissanidis and other 
sponsors of the event (National Bank 
of Greece, OTE, EKO, PPA, Aegean 
Oil), the General Secretariat of Sports 
for the concession of the stadium, as 
well as volunteers, dance instructors 
and coordinators of all the Pontian 
clubs of Greece.

Among other things Mr. Parcharidis 
stated: "These days, that in our society, 
there is a prevalent anxiety for today 
and tomorrow, with our young people 
angry and disappointed, we all seek 
some shelter and hope. It is a common 
assumption that the fatalistictic attitude 
toward the crisis is worse than the crisis 
itself, and the lonely road undoubtedly 
leads to failure. We need to embrace and 
highlight the practical virtues of unity, 

8th	Pan-Hellenic	Festival	of	Pontian	Dances
Directed	by	Costas	Gavras

90	Years		
on	the	Pyrrhic	Path

FestivAl oF pontiAn dAnCes

Ninety	years	since	the	Asia	Minor	Catastrophe	and	the	Exchange	of	Populations,	ninety	years	of	

remembrance	of	a	path	full	of	sacrifices	and	losses,	ninety	years	of	proud	presence	of	a	great	

cultural	heritage.
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collective action, cooperation, cama-
raderie and solidarity. So the message 
is: do not grovel. We give each other a 
hand and move forward with the belief 
that together we can succeed.”" Mr. 
Varythymiadis said: "With the grace 
of our soul and the nostalgia of our 
minds, let us travel in space and time 
to get from Sinope to Trebizond and 
from Amasya to Argyroupolis and Kars 
and through the paths of our memory 
to wander mentally in the land of the 
unforgettable Pontos. Ninety years 
have been completed this year since the 
Asia Minor Catastrophe and thousands 
of participating dancers came from all 
over Greece, like lit candles, to pass 
on their own message. Pontian dances 
with their style and character, come to 
teach all the concepts of equality, unity 
and brotherhood. Concepts especially 
necessary nowadays, when the path 
to our future is at a critical point and 
seems uncertain. Concepts that can 
give us hope that we can manage as a 

people and as a country. "
Then followed a video greeting 

from Costa Gavras from Paris and im-
mediately after the triumphal entrance 
to the stadium of 2,200 dancers, which 
all spectators received with applause 
and a standing ovation. To the accom-
paniment of the dance performances, 
the 35 member orchestra by top 
Pontian artists, under the direction of 
maestro Christos Kemanentzidis, pre-
sented songs of the musical composi-
tion "Pontos."

The event ended with the orchestra 
of the Black Sea Musical Cultural As-
sociation of Dimitris Karasavvidis and 
the Pyrrhic dance, which made twenty 
thousand spectators stand up and ap-
plaud.

The event was attended by minis-
ters, members of parliament, repre-
sentatives of local and regional au-
thorities, businesspeople, journalists 
and many well-known personalities of 
the Greek community.

1
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1 Right:	George	Parharidis
2 George	Melissanidis,	Konstantinos	Arvanitopoulos
3 Kostas	Laliotis,	Emmanuella	Pavlidi
4 Voula	Patoulidou,	Anna	Karamanli
5 Lefteris	Papadopoulos,	Dimitris	Melissanidis
6 Simos	Kedikoglou,	Yiannis	Kakoulidis
7 Demis	Nikolaidis,	Voula	Patoulidou

4
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8 Savvas	Kalenderidis,	Dimitris	Melissanidis
9 Eleonora	Meleti,	George	Melissanidis
10  Panayiotis	Tagmatarhis,	Christos	Sotirakopoulos,	

Labis	Tagmatarhis
11 Mihalis	Kahrimakis,	Maria	Taliouri
12 Panayiotis	Kouroublis,	Yiannis	Mihelakis
13 Dusan	Bajevic	and	guest
14  Anna	Dalara,	Kostas	Laliotis,	Lefteris	

Papadopoulos,	Dimitris	Melissanidis
15 Andonis	Andoniadis,	Takis	Loukanidis
16 Savvas	Kalenderidis,	Argyris	Dinopoulos
17 Ieroklis	Mihailidis,	Popi	Tspanidou
18 Jenny	and	Dimitris	Melissanidis

8 9 10

11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18
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Dimitris	Melissanidis	
Founder of Aegean 
We	Pontians	have	demonstrated	that	Greeks	
have	huge	mental	reserves	and	these	young	
people	from	all	over	Greece	passed	on	the	
message	that	we	all	need	to	lift	up	our	
heads	and	move	on.

Euripides	Stylianidis
Minister of Interior
Tonight,	Pontian	Greeks	give	us	courage	
and	strength	to	fight	and	to	vindicate	all	
those	people	who	gave	their	souls	and	their	
lives	so	we	can	be	who	we	are	today.

Ieroklis	Michailidis
Actor and presenter of the event
The	stadium	is	packed!.	All	artists	are	par-
ticipating	without	any	fee.

Konstantinos	Arvanitopoulos
Minister of Education, Religion, Cul-
ture and Sports
It	is	important	that	we	remember	and	honor	
our	traditions.	And	this	is	especially	impor-
tant	in	this	difficult	period.

George	Parcharidis
President of Pan-Pontian Federa-
tion of Greece
The	hearts	of	viewers	were	affected	so	
deeply,	they	almost	broke	watching	this	
unique	spectacle,	this	leading	event	of	the	
Ecumenical	Pontian	Hellenism.

19 Costas	Gavras
20 George	Dalaras

19

20
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B U n K e r i n g

Aegean	has	been	in	Fujairah	for	many	years,	growing	along	with	the	port.	Today,	with	

Fujairah	being	established	as	one	of	the	top	bunkering	ports	in	the	world,	and	with	major	

projects	well	on	the	way	or	already	completed,	Aegean	Bunkering	Fujairah	is	ideally	

positioned	for	further	development.

Significant	Projects	
at	the	Port	of	Fujairah
Single	Point	Mooring	Terminals
BY	CAPT.	NICK	KACHRILAS	|	FUJAIRAH	STATION	MANAGER

The	Port	of	Fujairah
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T he establishment of three 
Single Point Mooring (SPM) 
buoys of ADCO for Very 

Large Crude Carriers (VLCC) with 
320,000 DWT is another big step that 
will boost further the growth of Fujai-
rah Port. 

The Habshan–Fujairah Oil Pipe-
line, better known as Abu Dhabi 
Crude Oil Pipeline (ADCOP), is a 
project of International Petroleum In-
vestment Company (IPIC) designed 
to transport up to 1.5 million metric 
barrels a day (MMBPD) of crude 
oil from the onshore oil operations 
facilities of Abu Dhabi Company for 

Onshore Oil Operations (ADCO) to 
an export terminal in Fujairah on the 
Gulf of Oman. The pipeline’s first ex-
port of 500,000 bbl of crude oil to Pak 
Arab Refinery in Pakistan on July 15, 
2012 marked its inauguration.

This 370km long, 48” diame-
ter oil pipeline aims to supply the 
200,000bpd refinery of IPIC, which 
will be ready by 2017, and to enhance 
export potential on the eastern sea-
board of UAE via SPM in Port of 
Fujairah. This also increases the secu-
rity of supply of crude oil and reduces 
shipping cost from the possibility of 
disruptions of marine traffic through 

the Straits of Hormuz.
The scale of the project is tremen-

dous, which comprises the pipeline, a 
main pumping station, intermediate 
pump station, a 12-million barrel oil 
main storage terminal at Fujairah, and 
three single point mooring buoys for 
deepwater tanker loading at Fujairah 
on the Indian Ocean coast. 

The three SPM channels estab-
lished at Fujairah Offshore Anchorage 
Area have 3 loading lines of 48 inches 
diameter with capacity of 80,000 bar-
rel per hour for each line to serve Very 
Large Crude Carriers (VLCCs) of 
320,000 DWT. 

Below are the specifications of the three turret-type CALM SPM buoys:

SPM1 SPM2 SPM3

Maximum SDWT 320,000 320,000 320,000

Minimum SDWT 100,000 100,000 100,000

Maximum LOA 340	m 340	m 340	m

Minimum LOA 150	m 150	m 150	m

Sea Lines to PLEM 48" 48" 48"

Subsea Hoses 2	x	24" 2	x	24" 2x	24"

Floating Hoses 2	x	24"	hoses	Terminating	in	16"	tanker	
rail	hose

2	x	24"	hoses	Terminating	in	16"	tanker	
rail	hose

2	x	24"	hoses	Terminating	in	16"	tanker	
rail	hose

Length of Hose strings Inner	approx.	300	m Inner	approx.	300	m Inner	approx.	300	m

Sub-sea hose configurations Lazy	S Chinese	Lantern Lazy	S

Mooring Hawsers Single	x	20"	x	70	m	fully Single	x	20"	x	70	m	fully Single	x	20"	x	70	m	fully

Water depth 54	m 36	m 56	m

Max. Loading Rate 80,000	b/h 80,000	b/h 80,000	b/h

Minimum Loading Rate 2,000	b/h 2,000	b/h 2,000	b/h

Buoy Position 25°	13.0'	05.3018	"N	056°	24.0'	
41.7386"	E

25°	13.0'	46.2449	"N	056°	23.0'	
41.4905"	E

25°	14.0'	13.7123	"N	056°	24.0'	
50.3580"	E

Buoy Color Yellow Yellow Yellow

Light Color Yellow Yellow Yellow

Morse Code "B"	every	10" "C"	every	10" "D"	every	10"

Light Range 4	NM 4	NM 4	NM

Color White White White

Period 5.0	seconds 5.0	seconds 5.0	seconds

Duration 0.25	seconds 0.25	seconds 0.25	seconds
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Trinidad and Tobago, with re-
serves primarily in natural gas, 
a booming oil industry, and 

with strategic partnerships between the 
government and large companies of the 
sector, is one of the richest countries of 
the Caribbean.

Especially Trinidad, with its busy 
ports and maritime universities, is a 
key commercial center in the region, 
located along transoceanic maritime 
trade routes, which are expected to 
expand further with the upcoming 
expansion of the Panama Canal.

The Ministry of Energy and En-
ergy Affairs is responsible for the 
development and management of the 
country’s energy policy.

Aegean commenced its operations 
in the twin island republic in 2009 
and continues to be actively involved 
in the country’s maritime events 
through seminars, conferences, and 

by submitting proposals directly to 
the competent authorities and educa-
tional institutions. At the same time, 
Aegean supports official and indepen-
dent actions during periods of natural 
disasters by contributing to the relief 
of local communities.

The management of the two new 
double hull tankers M/T Kefalonia 
and M/T Delos, and of loads, is carried 
out by the company’s service center in 
Port of Spain.

Having gained the confidence of 
shipowners and charterers, Aegean 
supplies its international clientele 
with marine fuels of all types in the 
sea area north of Trinidad and outside 
territorial waters.

The location, combined with the 
Aegean’s commitment to safety, its 
modern tankers and its experienced 
crews, are the comparative advantages 
of Aegean against local competition.

It is not by coincidence that Aegean 
holds a leading position in the coun-
try’s bunkering operations, with a 
sales volume exceeding 25,000 metric 
tons of fuel oil on a monthly basis.

Customers are provided with a 
guaranteed quality of fuel, speedy 
deliveries, minimized costs and pa-
perwork normally required—as it 
is not necessary to call in port and 
have the respective approval of the 
local authority, especially for refuel-
ing their ships.

To meet the needs of the thriving 
shipping industry of Trinidad, Aege-
an aims to continuously expand and 
extend its activities, to obtain the 
necessary license for the supply of 
fuels in the ports of Trinidad, to im-
prove its services, and to conclude 
strategic partnerships that will allow 
it to provide even more flexibility to 
its customers. 

The	twin	island	Republic	of	Trinidad	and	Tobago	is	located	in	the	southern	Caribbean	Sea,	

just	13	nautical	miles	off	the	northeastern	coast	of	Venezuela.	Trinidad,	the	larger	of	the	two	

islands,	is	home	to	the	capital,	Port-of	Spain.		

Trinidad	and	Tobago—
A	Leading	Position	of	Aegean	
at	the	Crossroads	of	the	Caribbean
βυ CAPtAiN ChristOs LeivADAs |	OPERATION	MANAGER,	AEGEAN	BUNKERING	(TRINIDAD)	LTD.	

The	offices	of	Aegean	in	Trinidad

B U n K e r i n g
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Aegean	
at	SIBCON	2012

Singapore’s Minister for Trans-
port, Lui Tuck Yew, was the 
Guest of Honor. The biennial 

event, by far the world’s largest and 
most influential forum for the ma-
rine fuels industry, sees bunkering 
and shipping professionals converge 
at the world’s largest bunker mar-
ket to conduct business and listen 
to thought leaders. SIBCON 2012 
attracted around 1600 delegates. 

Shipping and marine fuel leaders, 
combined with leading enforcement 
agencies, presented and discussed 
with the audience pressing matters 
relating to marine fuel regulations, 
bunkering market outlook, and en-
forcement initiatives.

Aegean was an active participant 
at SIBCON. AMP’s Managing Direc-
tor, Apostolos Rizakos, was a guest 
participant on the CEO Dialogue 

Panel that dealt with fuel regulation 
and its impact on availability and 
cost of bunker fuels, on the first day 
of the event. 

Colleagues from the Belgium and 
Piraeus offices were in Singapore and 
it was a time well spent interacting 
with customers as well as with one 
another, further enhancing our inter-
office cooperation. Aegean was a Sil-
ver Sponsor of SIBCON. 

The	table	of	Aegean.	From	left,	standing:	Garren	Hay,	
Alexandros	Kyriazis,	Dorothy	Papadoyianni,	Martin	Olesen,	
Dennis	Ho,	Ian	Tang,	Rachel	Hu
From	left,	seated:	Apostolos	Rizakos,	Tony	Vertommen,	
George	Lignos,	Anna	Maria	Karakasi,	Jefferson	Chan

From	left:	Jens	Maul	Jorgensen,	Director	of	Bunker	and	
Risk	Management,	Oldendorff	Carriers;	Antonio	Cosulich,	
President	of	Frarelli	Cosulich;	Apostolos	Rizakos,	Managing	
Director	of	AMP;	Loh	Hong	Leong,	Director	of	Global	
Energy	Trading	Managing;	Henrik	Zederkof,	Group	Managing	
Director	of	Dan	Bunkering

The	guest	of	honor,	Kui	Tuck	Tew,	Minister	of	Transport,	
addressing	the	audience

Holding	the	ribbon:	Lam	Yi	Young,	Chief	Executive	of	MPA;	Kui	Tuck	Yew,	Minister	of	
Transport;	Captain	M.	Segar,	Assistant	Chief	Excecutive-Operations

Organized	by	the	Maritime	and	Port	Authority	of	Singapore	(MPA),	the	17th	Singapore	

International	Bunkering	Conference	and	Exhibition	(SIBCON)	was	held	from	October	16-19	at	

Resorts	World	Sentosa	in	Singapore.	

AegeAn mArine petroleUm
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His	Excellency,	Aymard	Jimenez	Granda,	speaks	to	Aegean	News	about	Panama’s	role	in	the	shipping	

industry,	the	commercial	relations	between	our	two	countries,	and	Aegean’s	position	in	Panama’s	

two	major	ports.

Your	 Excellency,	 please	 tells	 us	about	 the	 role	 of	Panama	 in	

global	shipping.

The Panama Canal was finished in 1914, since then, it 
has become a crucial part of global shipping. By cutting 
through the Panama isthmus, it is a key conduit for global 
trade as it shortens the time ships need to navigate from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean to less than half what was 
needed before via other routes, such as with the Drake Pas-
sage or the Magellan Strait. Also, it has helped to reduce a 
bit of the risk, as both other routes mentioned are famous 
for their rough waters, having thus an impact on the insur-

ance vessels will incur when sailing. Almost 5% of global 
trade passes through the Canal currently.

Panama, being a service-oriented economy, has lever-
aged on the asset the Canal offers and has been able to ex-
pand its economy by offering services that support and/or 
complement the shipping business that passes through it. 
For example, our country offers a wide variety of banking, 
financial and commercial services.

Last, but not least, our Shipping Registry holds the big-

gest fleet of registered vessels in the world. I personally 
attribute this loyalty to our flag to the fact that for over 80 
years, our Registry has been working together with ship 
owners/managers to ensure the swiftest sail, as for our 
country this is not seen only a way to generate an income 
but a partnership to keep the growth of our country, as we 
are not only a Registry but an Estate.

Are	there	any	plans	to	upgrade	the	Panama	Canal?

It was estimated that the Canal would reach its capacity 
limit by 2012 and that almost 34% of the container ships 
could not transit through it due to their bigger size. A 
project for the construction of a third set of locks started in 
2009 and its completion is estimated for late 2014.

This expansion should enable to double the amount of 
goods that pass through each year. Post-Panamax ships 
with up to 12,000 containers will be able to pass and will 
make the Panama Canal more competitive in comparison 
to its biggest competitor, the Suez Canal.

The new locks will operate with innovative water saving 
basins, which in simple words means that the water needed 
to balance the change in elevation between the fresh water 
from lake Gatun and the salt water from the ocean will not 
be lost but recycled.

The benefits of this expansion will be not only for the 
country of Panama, as more traffic through the canal will 
generate more transit, more income, and more services 
needed locally, and all of this will bring more wellbeing 
to us, but for global trade this will translate into a new 
route for bigger ships, that could not pass through the 
canal before, which will enable shorter sail times and 
cheaper sails.

Aymard	Jimenez	Granda
Ambassador	and	Consul	General	of	Panama	
in	Greece

Panama, being a service-oriented economy, 
has leveraged on the asset the canal offers 
and has been able to expand its economy 
by offering services that support and/or 
complement the shipping business that 
passes through it

i n t e r v i e w
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What	is	the	status	of	economic,	trade,	and	investment	relations	

between	Greece	and	Panama?

Panama and Greece are linked with strong ties. The 
first vessel that sailed the Canal had a Greek captain. 
Although Panama is a small country with around 3.3 mil-
lion population, there is a prominent Greek community. 
The Panamanian and Greek culture is very similar, with 
family at the core and friends and human relationships 
surrounding it, which enables us to feel in a familiar en-
vironment. On the business side, vessels owned by Greek 
shipowners and using the Panama flag are still the biggest 
segment within our Registry. The shipping industry, and 
services related to this field, is the main economic genera-
tor between our countries.

Please	tell	us	about	the	current	agenda	and	activities	of	Your	

Excellency	and	the	Embassy	of	Panama	in	Greece.

As the Ambassador and Consul General of Panama in 
Greece, my agenda is quite busy at the moment, trying 
to balance the Diplomatic activities as Ambassador and 
promoting the services Panama offers as a country, on the 
Consular side.

My daily activities are organized with the objective to 
communicate to the business sector in Greece the benefits 
of working with my country. This may be through the 
use of our flag in the maritime sector, using Panamanian 
incorporations for their asset planning, relocating their 
headquarters to Panama to benefit from our logistics hub, 
visiting Panama on your next holidays or investing in 
business projects and great opportunities currently under 
development in Panama. My aim is to let people know that 
Panama is the Canal—and a country with much more to 
offer to the world.

How	is	Aegean	positioned	in	Panama?

Aegean holds a 20-year concession in Panama to oper-
ate onshore storage facilities in the ports of Cristobal and 

Balboa. This concession was awarded by the Panamanian 
Maritime Authority and enables the company to supply 
fuel and lubricants to ships in port and at sea. 

The Panama Maritime Authority is very thorough in its 
evaluations and the fact that it granted Aegean a 20-year 
concession reflects on the highest standards the company 
must hold. 

Panamanian and Greek culture is very 
similar, with family being the core and 
friends and human relationships surrounding 
it, which enables us to feel in a familiar 
environment

Aymard	Jimenez	Granda
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MAN	Diesel	&	Turbo	Seminar	
at	Aegean	Headquarters

l U B r i C A n t s

On	November	15,	2012,	MAN	Diesel	&	Turbo	conducted	a	technical	seminar	at	Aegean’s	

headquarters	in	Piraeus,	which	was	attended	by	clients	and	company	associates	from	the	

shipping	industry.	The	purpose	of	the	seminar	was	to	brief	clients	and	associates	on	the	latest	

developments	in	MAN	engines.

MAN	Diesel	&	Turbo	is	the	world	market	leader	for	
large	diesel	engines	for	use	in	ships	and	power	sta-
tions,	and	is	one	of	the	three	leading	suppliers	of	turbo	
machines.	The	company	employs	around	15,000	staff	
at	more	than	100	international	sites.	The	head	office	
is	situated	in	Augsburg,	Germany.	MAN	Diesel	&	Turbo	

is	a	company	within	the	Power	Engineering	Business	
Area	of	MAN	SE.	With	its	four	Strategic	Business	Units	
Engines	&	Marine	Systems,	Power	Plants,	Turbo	ma-
chinery	and	After	Sales,	MAN	offers	its	customers	a	
broad	range	of	products	and	services	in	the	fields	of	
energy	and	transport.	

Dimitris Melissanidis, Aegean’s founder, welcomed seminar participants 
and presented a brief overview of Aegean, its activities, the countries 
where it operates, its remarkable human workforce, and what has been 

achieved during the years of the company’s operation.
Dimitris Vlandos, MAN Diesel CEO in Greece, then presented the trainers and 

the seminar’s program, which included:
•  Market Update & MDT Business News, by Michael Jeppesen, Promotion 

Manager, Customer Support, Marine Low Speed
•  Dual Fuel Engines in New Ships, by Chris Underwood, Project Manager, En-

gine & System Application, Marine Low Speed
•  Waste Heat Recovery Systems,  by Steen Lykke Pedersen, WHR Sales & Proj-

ect Manager, Sales & Promotion, Marine Low Speed
•  Turbo Charger Update, by Sephardim Koblenz, M. Eng., Promotion Manager, 

Business Unit Turbocharger
Mr. Vlandos emphasized that the aim of new technology is the reduction of cost 

and the most efficient function of ships’ engines. He also pointed out that the policy 
of the company is to continuously update its clients and associates. And he an-
nounced that MAN office in Piraeus is about to establish an Academy to host semi-
nars for this purpose. At the end of the seminar, and given the close relationship of 
ships’ engines to lubricants and lubrication, Pavlos Ioannidis, Aegean Global Man-
ager, Marine Lubricants, gave a brief overview of the marine lubricants market and 
the course of Aegean, from a trader to an independent physical supplier of lubricants 
with an internationally leading role. He also referred to the certifications of the com-
pany’s lubricants (OEM Approvals) and to the knowhow and the services provided 
(technical support, laboratory services). Mr. Ioannidis expressed his conviction that 
Aegean’s presence in the international market of marine lubricants reinforces healthy 
competition and constitutes a serious option for shipping companies. 

Pavlos	Ioannidis,	Aegean	Global	Manager,	Marine	
Lubricants

Dimitris	Vlandos,	CEO	of	MAN	Diesel	in	Greece

The	Aegean	special	events	hall	with	shipping	community	
executives	
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Wärtsilä	and	Aegean	Update	
their	Clients	and	Associates	

Wärtsilä,	recognizing	that	fuel	and	lubricants	savings,	as	well	harmonization	with	new	

environmental	regulations,	especially	during	this	critical	period,	are	sectors	attracting	great	

interest,	organized	a	seminar	at	the	Astir	Palace	Hotel	in	Vouliagmeni	on	December	12,	2012	

in	cooperation	with	Aegean.

During the seminar, executives 
of Wärtsilä Hellas and Swit-
zerland referred to the two 

stroke Extra Long Stroke engines, to 
the controversy in the market regarding 
how less energy consuming the new 
ECO design ships are, compared with 
the existing ones, to the use of Slow 
Streaming systems, and to the harmo-
nization of new ships with environ-
mental regulations imposed by ΙΜΟ.

In his opening speech, the CEO of 
Wärtsilä Hellas, Mr. Alex Tomazos, 
referred, among other things, to the 
lubricants of Aegean and informed 
the participants that after thousands 
of testing hours of Aegean lubricants 

in Wärtsilä engines, with all inspec-
tion protocols strictly enforced, Aege-
an’s lubricants received full approval. 
Therefore, Mr. Tomazos stated, Aege-
an’s lubricants are included in Wärt-
silä’s Approved Lubes Supplier List for 
the whole portfolio of the company’s 
four stroke engines.

Pavlos Ioannidis, Aegean Global 
Manager, Marine Lubricants, pre-
sented Aegean’s course in the marine 
lubricants market. He referred to the 
certifications (OEM Approvals) of 
Aegean’s lubricants, to the field tests 
in progress for the certification of new 
lubricants technology, to the compa-
ny’s global lubricants production and 

supply network, and to the knowhow 
and the technical support and labora-
tory services Aegean provides.

As Christmas was approaching, the 
seminar was followed by a festive 
event. 

Wärtsilä	is	a	global	leader	in	
complete	lifecycle	power	solu-
tions	for	the	marine	and	energy	
markets.	By	emphasising	tech-
nological	innovation	and	total	
efficiency,	Wärtsilä	maximises	
the	environmental	and	economic	
performance	of	the	vessels	and	
power	plants	of	its	customers.	

A	snapshot	of	the	festive	eventAlex	Tomazos,	CEO	of	Wärtsilä	Hellas,	during	his	open-
ing	remarks

Seminar	participants
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s t A t i o n s  o F  t h e  m o n t h

W e talked with George 
Sougioultzis, a young 
man, full of enthusiasm 

for his business.

When	 did	 you	 become	 responsible	 for	

the	gas	station,	Mr.	Sougioultzis?

In 2003, unfortunately, my uncle 
passed away and left his share to my 
cousin. I had a talk with Merkos and 
we both decided to take on the busi-
ness. My father is still here with us.

Was	it	a	decision	made	by	necessity,	as	

the	business	belonged	to	the	family?

Surely, this was an influencing factor 
but, although my studies had a com-
pletely different objective, I always 
liked my father’s job. I used to come 
here a lot as a youngster. So when I 
took on this business together with 

my cousin, I did it with a lot of joy.

When	 did	 you	 start	 your	 cooperation	

with	Aegean	and	what	made	you	choose	

it	as	your	partner	company?

Our cooperation with Aegean began 
in 2007. Although we did not re-
ally have any complaints from the 
previous company, the dynamism of 
Aegean in Veria drew our attention. 
Furthermore, I had a personal rela-
tionship with Mr. Vamvakas and I was 
aware of the company’s profile. Before 
concluding the agreement with Ae-
gean, Iakovos Melissanidis passed by 
and we talked. And then we started.
 
Did	 you	 face	 any	 problems	 with	 your	

customers	in	the	beginning?

On the contrary! Aegean was already 
known, in a positive way, and our 

volumes increased. However, we did 
have difficulties and problems. You 
see my father was used to a different 
way of doing things. The cooperation 
with Aegean was something new, with 
a different approach than the one my 
father had been used to. He resisted 
strongly. But I guess the transition to 
something new, to new ways of doing 
things, has its difficulties. Thank God 
we have overcome them. 

Are	you	satisfied	with	your	cooperation	

with	Aegean?

I have no complaints. We have not 
faced any serious problems, but no 
matter what comes up, Mr. Vamvakas 
does everything possible to provide an 
immediate solution. My assessment of 
the five years we have been working 
with Aegean is absolutely positive! 

The	gas	station	with	the	distinct	name	Sougioultzis	Brothers	has	been	at	this	same	spot,	

almost	four	kilometers	from	the	city	of	Veria,	since	1986.	At	that	time	it	was	the	Sougioultzis	

brothers	who	owned	and	operated	the	station.	Today,	the	name	remains,	but	it	is	their	children,	

two	cousins,	George	and	Merkos,	who	operate	the	station.

Transition	Pains
Sougioultzis	Brothers,	New	Regional	Road,	Veria,	Thessaloniki

View	of	the	gas	station
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The	Positive	Side	of	Life	
Sotiria	Stamelou,	Coast	of	Avlida,	Chalkida

Mrs. Stamelou is a woman 
who, despite the difficul-
ties in her personal life, has 

nothing negative to say; she was full of 
willingness and enthusiasm through-
out our conversation. 

Mrs.	 Stamelou,	 how	 many	 years	 have	

you	been	involved	with	this	business?

The gas station has been operating 
since 1996, when I opened it up with 
my husband. 

Did	you	have	some	involvement	with	this	

profession	 before	 deciding	 to	 go	 ahead	

with	your	own	business?

We had no previous involvement what-
soever. It was a purely new business 
and a totally new experience for us.

And	how	did	things	go?

Although we had no experience in 
this job, we did pretty well.

How	 about	 Aegean?	 When	 and	 how	 did	

the	company	enter	your	lives?

Our cooperation with Aegean started 
in 2008. Unfortunately, that same year 
my husband passed away. But the 
decision of changing companies had 
already been decided.  

What	were	the	reasons	for	this	decision?	

Were	you	not	satisfied	with	your	previ-

ous	partner?

No, no, I cannot say we had any prob-
lems. The cooperation was good. It’s 
just that we became close with some 
Aegean people, Mr. Kondaxakis and 

Mr. Kotsiras, and then of course there 
was the fact that Aegean’s prices were 
much better. This is why we decided 
to join Aegean.

Do	you	have	some	assistance	in	your	gas	

station?

I had two employees, but now my two 
children, although they are studying 
in the university, are helping me in the 
station.

Are	 you	 pleased	 with	 your	 cooperation	

with	Aegean	so	far?

Of course, I am very pleased. I am very 
close with the people of Aegean, I have 

received great assistance and I have a 
close relationship with Mr. Kotsiras.

In	general,	how	are	things	today?

Well, the situation is difficult. Just 
think that in the wider area there are 
4,000 resort homes and, this year, 
most of them remained closed. This 
directly affects our business, among 
other things. But we should not let 
this take us under. We must remain 
optimistic, keep up our efforts, see 
this whole situation as a challenge!

For some people, like Mrs. Sta-
melou, there is always a positive side 
to life! 

Avlida	is	a	coastal	settlement,	well	known	for	its	ouzo	and	fish	taverns	along	the	beach.	This	is	

where	the	gas	station	of	Mrs.	Sotiria	Stamelou	is	located.	

The	gas	station	of	Mrs.	Stamelou
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helleniC environmentAl Center

The more than 200 delegates 
who attended, representing 
Management Bodies from all 

major European ports, as well as the 
ports of Melbourne, New York, New 
Jersey, Quebec, Rio de Janeiro, and 
Santa Maria in Colombia, discussed 
the latest developments regarding en-
vironmental practices, with particular 
emphasis on the promotion of inno-
vation in equipment and technology, 
demonstrating at the same time prac-
tical solutions by analyzing real cases.

With speakers including senior of-
ficials from the European Union—the 
European Commissioner for the 
Environment Janez Potonic, the head 
for ports and domestic shipping of 
the European Commission, Dimitrios 
Theologitis, representatives of the 
French Ministry of Transport, Mari-
time and Fisheries—as well as an in-
ternational audience with specialized 
training, the  analysis of the latest de-
velopments and trends of sustainable 
environmental practices in ports and 

terminals was very successful. The 
analysis covered methodologies which 
will help ports to reduce their carbon 
footprint, to become more sensitive  
in environmental management issues, 
and ultimately to "go green.”

The "Green Paper” (ESPO GREEN 
GUIDE) for harbors was presented 
for the first time by the European Sea 
Ports Organization (ESPO), according 
to which port management authori-
ties are called upon to redefine their 
environmental policy and commit 
to continuous improvement of their 
environmental performance, focusing 
their actions on the  "5 E":
1. Exemplifying 

Demonstrating the most appropriate 
way of environmental management 
in internal operations and services

2. Enabling 
Providing appropriate and complete 
environmental infrastructures at 
the ports, to facilitate users in their 
operations

3. Encouraging  

Providing incentives to port users to 
embrace the changes and improve 
their environmental performance

4. Engaging 
Promoting cooperation with port 
users and relevant authorities to 
share knowledge, expertise, and 
techniques, with the ultimate goal 
of environmental improvement in 
the area of the port

5. Enforcing 
Adopting regulations and appropri-
ate mechanisms that will ensure the 
adaptation to the new environmen-
tal practices
The Hellenic Environmental Cen-

ter, through its modern and integrated 
Port Waste Reception Facilities pro-
vided in ports, strongly and substan-
tially supports efforts to continuously 
improve their environmental perfor-
mance, following European and Inter-
national standards, and aiming for the 
protection of the environment and to 
the conservation of natural resources 
for future generations. 

HEC	Participates	
in	Green	Port	Congress
BY	GEORGIA	REPPA	|	OIL	ENGINEER

Hellenic	Environmental	Center,	keeping	up	with	technological	developments	and	confirming	

its	position	as	one	of	the	leading	companies	providing	Port	Waste	Reception	Facilities	in	

Europe,	participated	in	the	7th	Green	Port	Congress,	which	took	place	the	first	week	of	

October	2012,	in	Marseille.

The	seminar
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Edessa
City	of	Waters
With	an	uninterrupted	lifeline	of	3,000	years,	Edessa	is	the	

capital	of	the	prefecture	of	Pella—homeland	of	Alexander	the	

Great—in	the	region	of	Central	Macedonia.

Must	see
Waterfalls: Edessa has the largest waterfalls 
in the Balkans, the largest of which, Karanos, 
falls from a height of 70 meters. There are 
smaller waterfalls in the city center. The park 
of the waterfalls, in an area over 100,000 
square meters, near the center of the city, 
is the city’s main tourist attraction and one 
of the major attractions in Greece. Also, the 
entrance to the Cave of the Waterfalls, the 
only 'primary' untapped cave in Greece, is 
located in the area of the second plateau of 
the waterfalls.
Varosi: A district where the oldest buildings 
of Edessa are located. The entire district has 
been designated for preservation.
Byzantine	Church	of	Assumption	(Old	
Cathedral): Features Corinthian columns, con-
structed in the second half of the 14th century.
Byzantine	Church	of	Peter	&	Paul: Located in 
the Varosi district.
High	Rock: Found at the edge of the Varosi 
district with spectacular views of the valleys 
of Edessa and Pella, the slopes of Mt. Vermion 
and surrounding villages, and a panoramic 
view of the ancient city and the Monastery of 
Agia Triada. 
Folklore	Museum: Includes exhibits from the 
traditional life of the residents.
Kioupri	(‘bridge’	in	Turkish): A location 
characterized by its stone arched bridge. It is 
believed that the ancient Via Egnatia, which 
connected Istanbul to the coast of the Adriatic 
Sea, passed from this point.
Open-Air	Water	Museum: Captures the indus-
trial history of Edessa. Watermills and water 
driven factories reconstruct the image of the 
city in the 19th century.
Yeni	Mosque: The only mosque in the city 
kept unaltered. Built in 1904, at the expense 
of Hasan Fehmi Pasha, it was at the time the 
city’s sixth mosque. In 1937, it was declared 
a protected monument and in 1942 the city’s 
museum was inaugurated. Today, it is used as 
a repository of archaeological finds.

t r A v e l  w i t h  A e g e A n

Aegean	stations

The presence of waterfalls and canals crossing the city gave rise to the 
name “city of waters.” Despite its adventurous history—its many con-
querors and postwar interferences—Edessa has managed to keep 

alive the elements that make it one of the most beautiful cities in Greece. 

Traditional	houses	in	Varosi	district
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I Protect the Environment-I Safeguard my Future
By staying informed about what is happening in the world and by passing the information on 
to others we are taking a significant step toward the protection of our planet.

Children And the environment

2� AEGEAN NEWS WINTER 2012-2013

Water is the only element in nature that we find in all three physical states: liquid, solid and gas.

From the seas, the lakes and the rivers, an amount of 1,000,000,000 cubic meters of water evaporates 

every minute, and returns to the atmosphere.

The salt water in the oceans represents an amount of 1,321,890,000 cubic kilometers and constitutes 97.2 

percent of the water on the planet.

Two percent of that water is located at the poles and in glaciers in the form of ice.

The water in rivers, lakes and underground freshwater sources represents only 0.6 percent of the total amount 

of water—about 8,800 billion cubic meters. 

Water signifies life and it supports all forms of life on our planet.

71 percent of the surface of the earth is covered by water. But water is not unlimited, and the large amount 

of water in the oceans and seas cannot be used for our daily needs. From the beginning of their existence and 

through their activities, human beings have had a profound impact on the available reserves of water.

As human progress advanced, so too did their resource demands, resulting in the consumption of large 

quantities of water from natural ecosystems.

Taking into consideration that the rate at which water is replenished by rainfall and snowfall is lower than the 

rate at which water is consumed, we realize that we are dealing with an overall reduction in water reserves. Ac-

cording to scientific estimates, the world population will increase by 2 to 3 billion people by 2050. This means 

that humanity must change the way it manages this valuable source of life, since human activities are 98 percent 

responsible for water shortages. This is done either through excessive consumption, or through pollution that 

makes water unsuitable for human use.

In this issue, and in the following ones, we shall see how people, through various activities, affect the water 

resources of our planet.

Water—Source	of	Life
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I BECOME  INFORMED - I INFORM OTHERS - I ACT
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At	Home
In our homes, without much thought, we waste huge amounts of water for activities that could be 

completed effectively in a more sustainable manner. It is a good thing to want our car clean, but to wash it 

with a hose and the water running constantly is a sure waste of this valuabale resource. The same applies 

to washing the balcony of our house. It is probably easier to spray water with a hose, but let's think for a 

second how many people on earth suffer from drought. 

When it comes to personal cleanliness, if we ever had to wash with a bucket of water, soap and a 

sponge, we surely realize that we can be just as clean without the bathtub full of water, or the shower 

water running continuously. The same applies to brushing our teeth. We do not need water to be run-

ning while we brush. 

For many household uses it is not even necessary to use clean drinking water. The water with which we 

wash vegetables can be used to water our plants or for use in the toilet. For the toilet, we can also use the 

water we use to rinse our mouth or for washing our hands, if we make the effort to collect it in a bowl in 

the sink of our bathroom. We must not wait until we are into serious trouble to show that we have respect 

for what nature has provided us. All we need is to spend a few minutes to think about how we can help 

conserve this valuable resource, water.

Excessive	Consumption
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Aegean	and	renowned	designer	Robbi	di	Kappa	have	

teamed	up	to	design	a	brand	new	look	for	today!	The	

Aegean	sport	line,	with	its	nautical	influence,	is	perfect	

for	stepping	out	in	style,	in	the	city,	by	the	sea,	or	on	

country	walks—for	him	and	for	her.

Bundle	up	or	travel	light	in	polos	and	t-shirts.

At	home,	relax	in	luxurious	bathrobes.

And	stash	your	gear	in	versatile	and	stylish	Aegean	bags.	

Discover	the	new	Aegean	look	at	the	Aegean	Shop	or	

online	at	www.aegeaneshop.com

AEGEAN
COLLECTION

Step out in style  
with the Aegean Collection

Aegean Shop 
at the Aegean headquarters— 

10 Akti Kondyli, 18545, piraeus, greece
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Aegean’s websites
www.aegeanoil.com
www.ampni.com

Aegean  Energy for the Future
Aegean	is	Greece's	most	dynamic	energy,	petroleum,	and	shipping	group.	The	company	has	a	network	of	retail	gas	
stations	throughout	Greece,	is	active	in	marine	fuels	and	lubricants,	and	operates	a	fleet	of	tankers	and	barges	inter-
nationally	and	domestically	to	transport	petroleum	and	bunkers	for	its	global	base	of	clients.

RETAIL	MARKET
Through	its	fast-growing	network	of	gas	stations,	Aegean	supplies	drivers	in	Greece	with	gasoline	and	automotive	
lubricants.	Aegean’s	modern,	well-maintained	gas	station	network	has	won	the	trust	of	drivers	due	to	the	high	quality	
products	and	services	it	offers	at	competitive	prices.	In	addition,	Aegean	directly	supplies	large	industrial	clients	with	
petroleum	products	of	all	grades,	owing	to	the	consistency	and	service	of	its	transactions.

BUNKER	FLEET	
NYSE	listed	Aegean	Marine	Petroleum	Inc.,	with	an	exclusively	double	hull	fleet—of	which	nine	ships	are	newbuild-
ings—is	the	natural	supplier	of	marine	fuels	at	12	of	the	most	significant	ports	in	the	world.	Furthermore,	with	its	
22	newbuildings	program	in	progress	and	the	continuous	opening	of	new	stations,	it	is	one	of	
the	most	dynamically	developing	divisions	Of	the	Aegean	Group.

BUNKERING	
Aegean	provides	one	of	the	most	efficient	and	responsive	bunkering	services	to	
clients	worldwide.	Its	ships	never	stop	sailing	and	its	services	are	available	24	
hours	a	day,	365	days	a	year.	
Aegean	operates	bunkering	stations	 in	Piraeus	and	Patras,	and	 in	Gibraltar,	
Amsterdam-Rotterdam-Antwerp,	 Fujairah,	 Jamaica,	 Singapore,	 Trinidad	 &	
Tobago,	 Portland	 UK,	 Vancouver	 and	 Montreal,	 Mexico,	 Tangiers,	 Tema	 in	
Ghana,	Las	Palmas	and	Tenerife,	Panama,	ang	Hong	Kong.	All	 its	products	
are	ISO	8217	certified.	The	Company,	which	is	a	member	of	IBIA	and	is	ISO	
9001	certified,	is	well	positioned	on	the	FOBAS	White	List.

SHIPPING
Aegean's	fleet	of	ships	is	at	the	heart	of	its	superior	service	worldwide.	Its	ves-
sels	operate	in	full	compliance	with	EU	and	international	standards,	are	all	certified	
with	the	code	of	safe	management	 ISM	and	SOLAS	and	are	 in	complete	compliance	
with	MARPOL	regulations.	
Aegean	continually	adds	to	its	fleet	of	ships,	which	includes	large	vessels	as	well	as	smaller	
capacity	vessels.	Its	fleet	transports	oil	cargoes	worldwide	on	behalf	of	major	oil	compa-
nies,	commercial	clients,	and	Aegean	customers.

LUBRICANTS
Aegean	 produces	 and	 markets	 high	 performance	 lubricants	 for	 vehicles	 and	
industrial	use	under	the	Aegean	brand	and,	for	the	marine	market,	under	the	
ALFA	brand.	ALFA	marine	lubricants	are	certified	and	approved	by	the	largest	
marine	engine	manufacturers	in	the	world.
The	resources	of	our	company	and	our	follow–up	service	create	our	success-
ful	 relationships	 and	 allow	 Aegean	 to	 supply	 lubricants	 in	 more	 than	 550	
ports	worldwide.

ENVIRONMENT-HEC
The	Hellenic	Environmental	Center	collects,	 transports	and	processes	oil	 resi-
dues	from	ships	and	land	units	(industrial,	shipyards),	while	 it	also	manages	all	
liquid	residues	produced	by	ships.	
In	order	to	carry	out	its	work	HEC	has	the	most	state-of-the-art	equipment,	consist-
ing	of	floating	separators,	a	fleet	of	pollutant-collecting	tankers,	and	well-equipped	tank	
trucks.
HEC	acts	to	protect	the	marine	environment	and	at	the	same	time	contributes	significantly	to	the	saving	of	energy	
with	the	recycling	procedures	it	uses	to	transform	the	reclaimed	pollutants	into	energy	resources.	

TRADING
Aegean	is	dynamically	active	in	the	trading	of	crude	oil	and	petroleum	products	worldwide.	The	Trading	Department	
is	comprised	of	dedicated	and	professional	individuals	who	combine	high	level	expertise	and	a	great	many	years	of	
experience	in	the	oil	industry.	Petroleum	products	are	supplied	to	a	broad	spectrum	of	customers	who	comprise	the	
company's	portfolio.	Aegean	has	acquired	its	credibility	from	the	high	quality	of	the	services	it	provides	to	suppliers	
and	ship	owners,	a	fact	that	supports	the	company’s	ambitions	for	the	achievement	of	long-range	goals	in	the	energy	
sector	worldwide.




